Figure 1.  "Behavior" is defined as an organism's reaction to socio-environmental and psychosocial factors. This reaction is mediated by CNS/neuroendocrine outflow that can either result from, or may be the reason for, such behavior patterns. The solid lines directly linking boxes currently have significant experimental and/or clinical documentation. The dotted lines represent what is to be demonstrated by the development of psychoneuroimmunology. Experimental evidence already supports "if A then B," and "if B then C" relationships between behavior, CNS/neuroendocrine, and immune systems. For this relationship, psychoneuroimmunology is attempting to substantiate the statement, "if A then C."
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Changes in Immune Function with Age
As individuals age, various aspects of normal immune function cline.  Perhaps the first documentation of this decline came from
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4-lr.Tsis,  which may include a  change in immune  function. Studies of the immune system represent  an extremely promising  area in which to investigate the relationship between sociopsychological and endocrine  changes and aging.
